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PRESS RELEASE

HOW TO “I DO”

Twogether in Texas hopes education will lead to fewer divorces.  Maybe love isn’t all you need.  A new statewide effort, Twogether in Texas will officially begin September 1 2008.  The free, 8-hour program was passed by the Texas Legislature to promote healthy relationships in the Lone Star State.  The goal is to provide couples, both married and otherwise, with information on relationship dynamics – conflict resolution, communication skills and the elements of a marriage.  The classes are targeted at couples who intend to marry, but married couples and singles will benefit from the skills as well.  The program aims to curb the divorce rate and help establish stable homes for children.  

Funding for the statewide program is coming from less than 1% of the fund used to provide temporary assistance to needy families.  No new taxes will be imposed to finance the program.  Those who complete the course will receive a certificate, good for one year, waiving the $60 state marriage license fee and the 72-hour waiting period.  The county fee of $12.00 will still apply.  The cost of a marriage license without the completion certificate will be $72.00.  

There will be a state outreach, consisting of commercials, print ads and radio announcements, to advertise premarital education.  There will also be regional presentations, billboards and coalitions to advertise locally.  For more information, go to www.twogetherintexas.com.
